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E/F wing receives new tilin
s part of the school's "face lift," the en-
closed E and F wing received a "floor lift."
Beginning in December, the rooms in F-
wing had their original tile floors ripped up
and new ones put dpwn.
"I'm not exactly sure how long this tile
has been down but it desperately needs to
be replaced. They tell us it'll take approximately nine
hundred man hours with four men working at a time,"
said a workman.
Though school board officials believed the improve-
ments were necessary, they caused many inconven-
iences. Teachers' routines were disrupted by having to
move around to unoccupied classrooms. Students also
needed to be re-routed.
The construction continued and further inconven-
iences were brought on when work began on the hallway
tiles. Classes in E and F wing were subjected to noisy
machines and workmen.
"It seems to me that the new tile is really creating more
work because people will now be needed to wax and
replace the new tile," said teacher George Carswell. ?
by Liz Voulieris
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Fake
I.D.'s:
Minors
find path
to alcohol
N
early three years after
the state of Florida voted
to raise the drinking age
from nineteen to twenty-
one, its decision began to
hit home with high school
students. Increasing strict enforce-
ment of the law provoked many mi-
nors, in desperation, to turn to using
false identification.
Facing a five hundred dollar fine if
caught selling alcoholic beverages to
minors, businesses placed greater
emphasis on checking identification
or "carding" customers. Once able
to freely buy alcohol, minors rarely
found it possible with the stringent
policies. The most accessable form
of fake I.D., college and state cards,
were often refused by restaurants,
nightclubs, and stores.
Rather than abandoning the el-
bow-bending habit, confirmed under-
aged drinkers sought alternate
forms of identification. Many ob-
tained actual Florida driver's li-
censes from older siblings or friends.
To test a customer's identity, those
who served alcohol asked questions
concerning the information on the li-
cense when in doubt.
Oftentimes, minors managed to
alter their own driver's license if acci-
dentally given a blue portrait back-
ground signifying legal age. One
method included carefully carving
out the numbers of the birth year
and exchanging them with numbers
elsewhere on the license. Another
way involved using carving and pen-
menship skills to craftily alter the
year of birth. However, for the ap-
proximate three fourths of the stu-
dent body born in 1970 or after, such
a task was mission impossible.
"I could change the seven in 1971
into a two but I think they'd think I
was a suspicious-looking sixty-six
year-old," said sophomore Eddy
Green. When minors were unable to
obtain actual driver's licenses, some
made their own. After randomly se-
lecting a state remote to the area,
they used press-on lettering, stencils,
and tool lines to create a counterfeit
license the size of a poster board.
The board was then photographed
and reduced, set aside a passport
photo, and laminated.
As with any illegal activity, the of-
fender risked the chance of getting
caught. After senior Patty Brewer de-
posited film taken of her Kentucky
replica license at a photo shop in
Clearwater Mall, store employees
called mall security and had them fol-
low Brewer out to her car. After tak-
ing note of her license plate number,
security informed the police. When
officers came to pay Brewer a visit,
her family had already departed unk-
nowingly on a one week trip to Ohio.
Upon returning from her trip, Brewer
was confronted at home by police offi-
cers. For punishment, Brewer had to
write a report, attend special courses
and tour the county jail.
"I never should have made the
I.D.," said Brewer. "It just isn't worth
the consequences. I never even used
it."
Despite the risk, minors continued
to invent new methods of false identi-
fication. Aside from allowing the
holder to purchase alcoholic bever-
ages, I.D.'s provided a ticket to local
nightclubs and other hot spots. Rath-
er than carding at the bar like night-
clubs in other regions, local clubs
carded at the door. Said an anony-
mous senior, "I hate breaking the law
but there's no other way to go out
and dance. If there's one thing I love
to do, it's dance . . . who CARES
about the alcohol?!" ?
by Carrie McLaren
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